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e are officially in the second half of the year, and
Was always, this presents us with the opportunity

to reflect on what we have accomplished and
what still remains to be achieved. At the start of each
year, we sometimes commit to certain resolutions and
short-term goals we would like to achieve in the year
ahead. | trust that you are well on your way to achieving
most of these. The beauty of these goals we set for
ourselves is that God gives us the power to come up
with many creative ideas, and then, as long as we place
these before Him, He would choose to establish them.
The beauty itself doesn’t lie so much in the fact that we
can make plans, but the fact that God takes pleasure in
seeing these become reality as we strive to keep them
in line with His will.
Now, | have reflected much on the will of God; often
we tend to treat this as some obscure concept, as
some inexplicable extra-terrestrial mindset we have
difficulty in figuring out. Combine this uncertainty with
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the uncertainties we face in everyday life - relationships,
economy and emotions - and we literally have some type
of spiritual pot-luck on our hands. The truth on the other
hand is simple - we can know the perfect will of God no
matter what our circumstances are. While we all know it,
it does help to hear it again every now and then and to
remind ourselves of the simplicity of the matter. The will
of God for each of us is primarily to have a meaningful
relationship with Him. And again, it isn’t just simply for the
sake of the relationship per se; it is about the fact that in
that one relationship we find the fulfilment of our created
destiny. Yes, we are simply a mud pie without the very
Breath that sustains our life, and that Breath within us is
what makes all humans “tick” and function to full capacity.
Hence we find the fulfilment of dreams and plans within
the very life we receive as a gift.

Secondly, our relationship with God leads us to the second,
critical aspect in the will of God: our life must be lived
(designed to be lived) in such a way as to positively impact
people around us. We have the ability to influence the
circumstances around the people we share our life with,
so that they themselves may see the fulfilment of their own
plans and dreams.

Our relationship with God and with others would not have
a departure point if it were not for the realization that we
are made in the image and after the likeness of God. As
such we should consider our own lives as a gift first, and
live in loving appreciation of that gift! In the full realization
of these three aspects we find the perfect will of God, and
everything else in life will simply fall in place.

Use the second part of this year to pursue this then: love
the Lord, love others, and love who God made you to be.
Then at the end of this short time (12 months in all) stand
amazed at how God made things to work out, and how He
managed to lead you to the fulfilment of your dreams and
visions.




AT HOW MUCH ENCOURAGEMENT YOU'VE FOUND IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
[TED ONE! YOU ARE FILLED TO OVERFLOWING WITH HIS COMFORTING LOVE. YOU
EXPERIENCED A DEEPENING FRIENDSHIP WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND HAVE FELT
N AND MERCY. 50 I'M ASKING YOU, MY FRIENDS, THAT YOU BE
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DON EVERY DISPLAY OF SELFISHNESS. POSSESS A
[TERS TO OTHERS INSTEAD OF YOUR OWN INTERESTS.
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THE POWERFUL
WEAPON OF GRACE

André & Jenny Roebert

hearts of believers all over the world that this is the year of

“Great Grace”! The words of Jesus echo in my heart from Luke
4:18-19, where He declares, “The Spirit of The Lord is upon me... to
proclaim the accepted and acceptable year of the Lord [the day when
salvation and the free favors of God profusely abound].”

The prophets have spoken, and the Spirit of The Lord has stirred

Can it be that in a time where devastation and calamity seem to be on
the increase globally, God still declares that His favor and grace will
profusely abound? | believe that this most certainly is true for every
believer who chooses to take a hold of this promise by faith. More
than ever before, the time has come where born-again believers
need to have a clear revelation of who they are in Christ Jesus and
begin to purposefully live by faith in the reality of God’s promises.

To experience this successfully, we need to understand the grace of
God that is available to us.

Did you know that in a quick study, | found 154 references to grace
in the Bible? From this study, | also found that ‘grace’ was referred
to in the following ways:

In Genesis 6:8, Noah found favor in the eyes of The Lord. When we
see ourselves as God sees us, we see His favor. His unconditional
love and acceptance of us, through His Son Jesus, is far more
gracious than our own opinion of ourselves.

Many scriptures refer to how God’s people made it through difficult
times by the grace of God.

Scripture teaches that God’s grace is sufficient for us, and a true
strength when we are weak.

The Word of God refers to God’s grace as an unearned, unmerited,
undeserved favor from God to us through Jesus.

When we sum it all up, God’s grace is everything that comes to us
through salvation and encompasses the victory in life to inherit every
promise from His word.

To gain a clear understanding of this powerful weapon of grace, used
to empower every believer, let's look at an instance in the life of
the Apostle Paul. Just like the believers of today, Paul encountered
circumstances, people and situations that were placed in his life by
the enemy to purposefully discourage him and distract him from
fulfilling God’s mandate on his life. He needed Divine strength to
live in victory over these hindrances and walk in the reality of every
promise given to him in God’s word.

In the book of 2 Corinthians, we read of how Paul was faced with
a deliberate hindrance, inspired by the devil, to agitate, frustrate
and discourage him. He referred to this problem or hindrance as a
‘thorn in my flesh’. Over the years there have been many opinions
concerning what Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” was. The most popular
theory amongst scholars and teachers of the word is that whilst
Paul was doing the work of The Lord amongst the people, there
was a certain man, possessed and inspired by the devil that would
constantly interfere or frustrate the work Paul was doing. While Paul
was encouraging and working with the believers this man would
begin sowing seeds of doubt and strife in their hearts and oppose
Paul on every side.

This ‘messenger of Satan, sent to buffet’ him, caused Paul to become
extremely discouraged - so much so that Paul called out to The Lord
on three different occasions for Him to take this man out of his life!

How many times are we faced with situations, people or
circumstances that discourage us to the point of despair? We beg
The Lord to intervene and remove the challenge from us, just like
Paul. We are convinced that if the hindrance is eliminated and out
of the picture, our breakthrough will come! Just like Paul, this thorn
in our flesh is stopping us from having victory in a particular area of
our lives and ministry.

Well, God did respond to Paul and his desperate plea for help,
however, His response was probably not what Paul expected to hear!

“But He said to me, My grace (My favor and loving- kindness and
mercy) is enough for you [sufficient against any danger and enables
you to bear the trouble manfully]; for My strength and power are
made perfect (fulfilled and completed) and show themselves most
effective in [your] weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

God’s response to Paul was that His grace was all Paul needed to
gain victory over his problem. When | spent some time studying



this scripture with reference to the original Greek translation, | began to
understand exactly why God responded to Paul with these words. God’s
grace is an extremely powerful weapon made available to every believer
to overcome any attack or successfully oppose any spiritual force sent
to deliberately frustrate or hinder God’s perfect will from being fulfilled
in our lives.

The Greek word for the word ‘sufficient’ in this verse is ‘arkeo’. It means
to be sufficient and satisfied; to give more than enough protection, power
and help. It denotes a picture of a man who possesses great wealth
and huge amount of resources, more than enough to accomplish any
endeavour he would ever attempt.

Paul is saying in that verse that God’s grace is more than enough to
protect you, empower you and help you with any problem you encounter
in life. You will find that God’s grace is satisfactory to meet all your needs
and will make you sufficiently strong to deal with any situation you
encounter.

The Greek word for ‘strength’ in this verse is ‘dunamis’, the word also used
to describe dynamic power. This is the strength that releases sufficient
power and possesses the ability to make the necessary changes. What
changes are we talking about? Well, most often in life, changes in our
circumstances are a direct result of the change in our perspective and
attitude towards those circumstances.

Paul needed a new surge of Divine power that would change his
perspective and empower him to successfully overcome his struggles.

The Greek word for ‘weakness’ is ‘astheneo’. It describes a person who
feels weak, unsettled and distressed. Paul was not speaking of physical
disease, or he would have used the word ‘asthenes’, and it confirms he
was talking about distressing and unsettling emotions because of the
conflicting circumstances he was facing.

God’s promise to Paul and us, when we chose to open our hearts to Him
and humble ourselves by casting the cares on Him, acknowledging our
weakness (can’t carry the burden on our own), is that His strength would
be made perfect in us.

The Greek word for ‘perfect’ here is ‘teleo’. It means perfection,
completion or something that is mature. The thing to notice here is that
the Greek tense here accentuates the continuing action. It means that
this inflow of supernatural strengthening power is not just made available
sometimes, but it is available continuously, all the time.

This verse can be translated like this, “My power is constantly being
perfected in you whenever you feel weak, and it will transform your
thinking and inwardly fortify you to to live successfully in life.”

God’s grace is a powerful weapon that will empower. It puts us in a
position to see our circumstances from His perspective. Understanding
that the God within us has all the power, wisdom and ability to cause
every obstacle or challenge to be overcome changes everything! Next
month | will share with you how to practically activate this powerful
weapon of grace in your life. In spite of the challenges you face right now,
and no matter how weak you may feel, when you activate God’s grace in
your life, you will walk in the fullness of a victorious life.



eMPIED 1O DO GOOD

hen you think of the word “temptation,”
that comes to mind? A bunch of stuff you

know you shouldn’t do, right? But the truth
is we're also tempted to do right things. See, God
and the devil are constantly at war over our souls
because they both want to work through us to reach
other people. God wants us to love people and
bless them, and Satan wants us to use people and
hurt them. Unfortunately, many of us are better at
resisting God’s “temptations” rather than the devil’s.

The question we need to ask ourselves each day is:
Who am | going to give in to? In other words, which
temptation am | going to take?

What | Learned from a Watch and a Bracelet

| remember this watch | used to wear. It wasn’t
worth much—I think | paid about $20 for it. Well,
one day someone told me how much they liked it
and right away, God tempted me to give it to them.
| must admit | successfully resisted that temptation.

[t might have blessed them greatly, but all | could
think of at that moment was how much | liked the

watch and how | didn’t want to give it away.

Another day, | was wearing a bracelet and a man
complimented me about it saying, “My wife would
really like a bracelet like that.” Again, God tempted
me to give something away. That day | was strong in
the spirit and | slipped it right off my wrist and gave
it to him. My flesh didn’t like it. But | knew in my
heart | did the right thing.

You see, when we give in to God’s temptations, our
flesh may be in momentary pain, but it’s a pain we
can live with and ultimately be happy about. On the
other hand, when we refuse God’s temptations, all
we end up with is regret.

Learning to Yield to the Right Temptations

| love my daily walk with God. | love being led by
Him. If you’re going to follow the leadership of the
Holy Spirit, every day will be an adventure because
you never know what He’s going to come up with on
any given day. And | believe it takes a real closeness
with God to just get up every day and follow Him.

Joyce Meyer

It simply works like this: | spend a lot of time
with God, reading His Word and praying so that
when | wake up each morning and go about my
day, His plans are already on my heart. Yes, | still
make mistakes, but when | do, | don’t have to be
condemned because | know that | want to do what'’s
right and I'm trusting God to keep working with me
on the issues in my life.

The good news is, as long as you’re continually
seeking God and making progress in your walk with
Him, He counts it as if you’ve already arrived.

The greater One who lives in you really is greater
than he who is in the world. He’s given you His heart
and He’s put His Spirit in you—and because of that,
you’re able to do all kinds of wonderful things that
will bless other people.

So when you wake up each morning, my challenge
for you is to simply ask God: What can | do to bless
You today? And when He tells you, don’t resist the
temptation to obey.
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—DUCATIONAL STRATECGY
FOR THE FUTURE

Martie Du Plessis

education. The messages you feed an impressionable

mind over the years determines a worldview, a future, a
destiny, and positive attitude of the heart. Many hearts together
- good or bad - form a nation, a movement, a culture, and a godly
or ungodly soul. The labour force in any nation is hugely affected
by its educational strategies.

The greatest power that we can give to a child is through

This is the reason why so much effort and finance are allocated
toward the education of people. That is why any leader in a
nation, community, church or business will ask what can be
done to address a dysfunctional educational scenario. The
emphasis of this article is to say to leaders that there is a
workable approach to be investigated that will add great value to
the future of this country.

In the Sunday Times of 14 July 2013, even young leaders, who
called themselves “change drivers” said: “A shift needs to
happen in South Africa , and it needs our generation to lead it.”
With “our generation” it means the younger generation, those
under 30, | presume. My questions are, What kind of direction
will they bring? and, Will these ventures truly affect the heart of
man?

To bring about true change in education, it principally needs
to belong to the right domain of authority as instituted by God.
Education and the disciplining of the heart (the forming of
character) goes hand-in-hand, and this matter belongs firstly
to the parent of the child. Where parents play a major role in
the education process, whether through established Christian
schools or home education, there is evidence of success stories.
True change in hearts comes where worldview is taught and
caught, explained and modelled. Parents were foremost ordained
by God for this task and then any other institution should only be
an extension of the parent.

The home education movement has grown extensively over
the last years to more than 100 000 home educators in South
Africa and predications are that there will be about 360 000
home educators by next year (according to the statistical growth
of 75% yearly where home education is done). The United
States currently has over 2,3 million home educators. It is true
that not all families can go for this possibility, yet all parents
share a common concern about their children, particularly
where education is concerned. No parent needs to fall prey to
a dysfunctional educational process since it is the task of the
parent to protect his or her child in such a system.

Headmasters of schools are continually asking me to come and
speak at their conferences and explain why so many families
would take their children out of school. Their main concern is
what they can do to change it, or how they can prevent parents
from taking their kids out of public schools. The answer is for
sure not in erecting another large school structure with the best
facilities like the one recently opened in the Eastern Cape by
private institutions. For many this model provide a solution but it
is far from a definitive answer.

It is time that we realise that something different is needed in our current
economic climate. According to recent research a different approach
would include a “network of people and resources involved in providing
educational resources” (www.21stcenturyskillbook.com). There is an
African proverb that states: “It takes a village to raise a child. “

“A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained
will be like his teacher” (Luke 6:40).

It is clear that the best education, even in a high technological era with
fast digital tools, require people with a clear perspective of where they
are taking the ones they train. | believe the answer for education in this
country lies in small learning centres where parents play a major role,
and where they have the most influence in the mentoring and ethos of
the children involved. This can also include suitable role models and
educators other than the parent. These centres would be a place where
character training plays a more important role than facilities and where
young people are job creators and not job seekers by the age of 18 .

The answer is to have a powerful tool that can shape the direction
in education for the future and to be able to give leadership to people
that want to make a difference. | believe that the following should be
included in this plan:

° Learning centres with smaller numbers rather than big schools.
These centre can be at an office where the dad works, a church with
concerned parents or community centre with like minded families.

° Parental involvement of all parents of the children involved,
where parents with specific expertise will bring another dimension of
real world education. It will provide numerous people and resources and
gifting to provide a clearer learning path for their children.

° A strong emphasis on Biblical character development from very
young with real-life application.

° Mentorship programmes in small groups focussed on a
relationship with the child.

° Individual gifting in children will be acknowledged and a
learning path will be worked out for each child.

° Resources and material more in line with 21st -Century
realities; for example, not a great emphasis on exams so much but rather
on feedback in various ways.

° Centre to have studios to allow learners to present work through
digital tools relevant to their times.

° At the age of 17 the young adults should give back to their own
centres, investing into the lives of others. This is done by a year of in-
house service.

° At the age of 18 they leave the centre to go for further studies
or start their own business, being the ‘salt of the earth.’
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° These young people will have a portfolio of
training completed that will be a reflection of their
true character, academic performance, gifts and
passions and how they have applied themselves
over a period of many years. It will also give an
indication of their character growth and how it
affected their interdependent relationships.

Companies will snatch these children as they will
be different because of their character, mentoring
process, and their wide and multi-skilled abilities.
Their hearts will for the most part be positively
changed and their worldview established. They will
be able to be leaders in the information economy
rather than victims of it.

The biggest change that needs to come in the
outcome of education in this country is the re-
education of the adult, policy maker, or parent
to create places for real change. Our assesment
strategies also need to change from an assessment
of people who qualify as opposed to people who
are disqualified through the results of standardized
testing.

Leaders in the country that concur “enough is
enough” can start their own learning centres with
teachers of their own choice, their own values
and their own outcomes. Churches , businesses
and individuals can make a difference by offering
their followers places of real life training in a safe
environment.

IT IS CLEAR THAT THIE BEST
EDUCATION, EVEN IN A

WITH FAST DIGITAL TOOLS,
REQUIRE PEOPLE WITH A
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atching films like “The Godfather” or “Goodfellas,” you
Wnotice pretty quickly that the Mafia has a rule: Take care
of loose ends. They knew that ANYONE who was a victim,
witness, or knew anything about a crime needed to be taken out.
The only way to keep it quiet was to eliminate anyone who could

talk. In fact, in many cases, the hitman himself was eventually
taken out by a more trusted hitman.

In other words, the Mafia has always known that you can’t hide
anything. As long as witnesses or victims are alive, most will
eventually talk and reveal the truth.

Obviously, that’s an exaggerated comparison when it comes
to recent revelations of sexual abuse in the church, but the
lesson is that in a church or ministry setting, whatever your sin,
transgression, or mistake, you can never keep the injured party or
witness quiet.

Did some of the recent pastors and leaders who’ve been forced
to step down actually not think that the victim would eventually
talk? A lovechild will grow up, abuse victims will speak out, and
an injured party will tell someone.

Plus, as we’ve seen repeatedly, secret payments, non-disclosure
agreements, and threats simply don’t work—and they shouldn’t.

That's why whatever you’ve done, you need to come out with it
before the other party does.

16
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hat’s a question that’s been repeated over
and over inlight of anumber of recent moral
failures by several high-profile church
and ministry leaders. I'm not a psychologist or
counselor, but from a communications perspective,
I've helped numerous churches and ministry
organizations navigate some very difficult storms
during times of crisis. And while there are many
reasons leaders may fail, there are two particular
causes for why | believe the leader’s inner circle -
even when they see problems - don't take action:

1) The inner circle has a very different dynamic
with spiritual leaders than with secular leaders.
Keep in mind that in so many cases, many of those
members of a leader’s inner circle were led to
Christ through that pastor or leader. In other
cases, the leader had a powerful impact on saving
their marriage, helping them through addiction, or
counseling them through other challenging times.

In those cases, a person will be very slow to indict
a leader who in some way played a key role in their
salvation, deliverance, or victory. Plus, because
of that impact, they naturally have the greatest
respect for the leader and couldn’'t imagine him or
her committing a serious sin.

It may be worth noting that in my experience, these
pastors or leaders weren't threatening the staff
or even reminding them of their spiritual debt. He
wasn't manipulating them in any way. It was just
there and the staff member expressed their loyalty
because of it.

| saw it in action with a particular church where
the pastor made teasing jokes to women in staff

meetings. Joking about the color of their bra, how
they looked in abathing suit, etc. When | brought up
how inappropriate it was to the executive pastor, his
response was, ‘Oh, that’s just the pastor. Everyone
knows he's joking. It doesn't bother anyone. That's
the way he is”

When | thought back on that staff meeting, | realized
that nearly everyone in the room was spiritually
indebted to him in some way. Multiple staff
members had been saved through his ministry. One
had been through the church’s addiction program.
Another had been mentored by the pastor. But a
few months later, that pastor was caught having an
affair.

While corporate or nonprofit leaders can have a
major impact on the lives of their team, it's not the
same as a pastor or ministry leader. In our company
at Cooke Media Group, our entire team feels
perfectly free to call me out on bad ideas, dumb
decisions, and more. They're not held back by any
spiritual guilt that would make them hesitate to
do the right thing. And while sometimes that can
be more annoying than the unfettered admiration
spiritual leaders can get, | wouldn't have it any other
way.

2) The second reason - particularly with large
churches or ministries - is that people in the
inner circle have great jobs. They're often highly
respected, probably make a good salary, and
because of their role, have a certain amount of
prestige. In those cases, they're going to think twice
before taking an action that could bring it all down.
Along that line, | read a quote from David French
recently related to the Ravi Zacharias situation:

Christian ministries are populated by leadership
teams who derive not just their paychecks but also
their own public reputations from their affiliation with
the famous founder. They're admired in part because
the founder is admired. They have influence in part
because the founder has influence. When the founder
fails, they lose more than a paycheck. There is powerful
personal incentive to circle the wagons and to defend
the ministry, even when that defense destroys lives.

Years ago, | had a friend who was in the inner circle
of a large ministry. While the ministry leader never
experienced afailure, it became obvious that people
returned my friend’s calls because of his role and
relationship with the ministry leader. It was proven
true a few years later when he left that ministry
and was shocked to learn that all the “influence”
he thought he previously had with people was only
because of his proximity to his former boss.

Please don't take either explanation as ajustification
or defense of destructive behavior - they're
warning signs we need to be aware of in church and
ministry leadership. We're all fallen creatures but
even in the heat of battle, the spiritual debt we owe
another leader or the reputation or prestige that
relationship gives us should never overpower the
need to stand up when we see wrongdoing.

But it is a reason the pressure is so great to stay
quiet. If you're in the inner circle of a large church,
ministry, or nonprofit, I'd encourage you to reflect
on both situations, and always be on guard that
your integrity is stronger than loyalty or your
professional success.
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THE CONCEPT OF 'EXTREME EDUCATION' WAS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE A
CHALLENGING ENVIRONMENT FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TO DISCOVER AND
DEVELOP THEIR LEADERSHIP POTENTIAL

WHAT MAKES YOUR
PROGRAMME EXTREME AND
ADVENTUROUS?

We offer students a wide range of
extreme activities to participate in such
as: sky diving, bungee jumping, scuba
diving, mountain biking, abseiling,
kayaking etc.

WHAT IS THE VALUE OF A GAP
YEAR PROGRAMME?

A gap year gives young people time
to reflect on what they think would be
the college/varsity or career choice
best suited to their needs. It allows
them to clarify their interests and
become aware of their strengths and
weaknesses.

We also believe a gap year allows
them to take advantage of learning that
takes place outside the classroom and
apply these skills in real life situations,
within a protected environment. It is
imperative that youths experience life
in communities different from those in
which they have been living and our
extreme gap year programme offers
them this experience. We further
believe that gap years allow students to
learn about a variety of careers before
making a critical decision and to gain

maturity, initiative and resourcefulness,
all valuable life skills.

WHAT OUTCOME DO YOU
HOPE IS ACHIEVED IN
EVERY STUDENT’S LIFE
ONCE COMPLETING YOUR
PROGRAMME?

Our programme is designed to
meet, challenge and grow the complete
individual, body, soul and spirit, as we
train tomorrow’s leaders today. Our
desire is for the young person to have
fun and ‘discover themselves’ as they
are developed into a person with vision
and purpose. We endeavour to take
boys and girls and to mould them into
young men and women that will have
a positive influence on our society and
the world.

DESCRIBE HOW THE PROGRAMME
WORKS - WHEN IS YOUR INTAKE,
HOW LONG DOES IT LAST AND
HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?

The Beyond Adventure Extreme
Leadership Gap Year Programme was
launched in 2001. We are located 100
kilometres north east of Port Elizabeth
in Alicedale. We are situated close to
some of the great game reserves such
as Addo Elephant Park and Shamwari.

Our programme runs from the last
week in January till November. The
students are accommodated in rooms
where they will learn to live with three
other students. Cost enquiries and
further info can be obtained from our
offices as well as our website, under
the download section.

WHAT MAKES YOUR PROGRAMME
UNIQUE AS OPPOSED TO OTHER
GAP YEAR COURSES?

We believe the Beyond Adventure
concept to be unique in South Africa.
The concept of ‘Extreme Education’
was designed to provide a challenging
environment for young people to
discover and develop their leadership
potential. Leadership deals with
direction, vision, purpose and principles
and our leadership programme focuses
on building the students up, making
them aware of other cultures, helping
them with emotional bank account
building and strengthening them as

individuals functioning in a group
context.
Most importantly, we run a

programme that is founded on Biblical
principles with Jesus Christ as the
foundation stone.

For more info contact us on T: 042 231 8051 ¢ F: 086 618 4803 e E: baregistrations@myriver.com
Beyond Adventure Campus ¢ Bushman Sands Lodge & Golf Estate ¢ Alicedale ¢ Eastern Cape
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AN ITNVESTMENT LESSON
-ROM THE COMRADES

y colleague Alec Riddle CFP competes at an international level in

his age group in the grueling Iron Man race. He has qualified to

compete in the world champs in Hawaii in October this year. Alec
fares equally well in the financial planning profession where he won the
South African Financial Planner of the year award for 2009.

He combined these two areas of expertise and wrote a sporting metaphor
which explains an important investment lesson. Here is the story as told by

Alec Riddle CFP: 20

KING

Paul Leonard

Bruce Fordyce will probably go down in history as the greatest Comrades
runner of all time, having won the KZN classic a record 9 times! Think back
to Fordyce’s glory days in the eighties and imagine that Fordyce’s goal was to
average 3 minutes and 30 seconds per kilometer, to break the course record.
Fordyce was a master at running his own race and we rarely saw him take
the lead until late in the race. Fordyce’s trump card was not his endurance,
his lung capacity, or his ability to run effortlessly up Polly Shorts, it was his
incredible self discipline and ability to stick to his plan.

As each race started, the ‘TV glory runners’ hurtled off into the distance,
only to be overtaken by Fordyce’s opponents, many of whom were seen as
major contenders. At times TV viewers would have been forgiven if they were
thinking that Fordyce was having an extra two hours sleep, as he was literally
nowhere to be seen for the first few hours. Fordyce had developed a Plan, for
which he was well prepared, and he knew that if he stuck to his plan he would
come extremely close to achieving his goals. Thus, it did not matter to him
how well, or how poorly, his opponents were faring, be it on the ups, the flats
or the downs, as he was in the race for the long haul.

Investors also need to realize that if they, in consultation with a Professional
Financial Planner, have developed a Financial Plan based upon sound
fundamentals, then they need to stick to their plan. An investor should not
be distracted by what others are achieving in their investment portfolios and
should definitely not allow their emotions to sway them from their goals.

Imagine Bob switched on the TV, as Fordyce was running down Cowies Hill,
en route from Durban to Pietermaritzburg. While Fordyce needed to average
3:30 per km to break the record, he may very well have been running close
to 3 min per km on this downhill stretch and the commentator could have
said, “Fordyce is way ahead of record pace!” Based upon this narrow view
of the race, you awaken your wife and encourage her to come and watch, at
which stage Fordyce is now running up Fields Hill at 5:00/km. A commentator
is heard to say, “Fordyce is way off record pace”, at which stage your wife
decides it’s time to go back to bed. These narrow views, or snapshots, nor
the performances of his peers, did not sway Fordyce into changing his tactics
and investors could well take a leaf out of Fordyce’s book and stick to their
plans. The longer Fordyce stuck to his Plan, the greater his chance of success
and the longer you are invested, the more your investment will behave like its
generalization, or benchmark.
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ITRUST EVEN IF T
DOESN'T MAKE SENSE

Shalane Moodley

e have all heard that we should trust God

even when we don’t know what is going

on and in this season we really need to
grab hold of this. Trusting the Lord does not only
happen when things are great and we are on the
high road, trusting happens in the valley as well. |
believe that trusting is most important when we are
at our lowest when we feel hopeless.

Recently my family and | have been through loss
due to COVID-19. To now, we are still troubled by
this but we still choose to trust the Lord.

Sometimes the road may look long and tedious, but
God says “TRUST”.

Job says, “Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him;
| will surely defend my ways to his face”. (Job 13

AEY)

We need to adopt the mindset of Job. Everything

was taken away from him, yet he hoped and trusted
in the Lord.

The circumstances in the world today seem so
hopeless, yet we serve a God who is far greater than
COVID. We serve a God who can do ALL things. Our
God is greater, bigger, more powerful.

Stop glorifying COVID and start giving Jesus the
praise.

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.” (Phil 4 v6 NIV)

The Word of God explicitly tells us not to be anxious
about anything. What then is stressing you out?
what then is causing you to live a life that is less
than what your Father created for you?
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COVID? No, my dear friends. Don’t be anxious about
COVID. Jesus is BIGGER, GREATER, and MORE
POWERFUL.

| implore you today, speak to your Father, and make
your requests known to Him because ONLY He can
deliver us my dear friends in Christ.

There is healing and power in the name of Jesus.
He is in control, and He can take us out victorious.

Don’t look at this virus, | believe it is a sneaky crafty
plot of Satan to distract the children of God. There is
greater work to be done in the Kingdom. Souls must
be saved, and people need you to pray for them.

“Look, | am coming soon! My reward is with me,
and | will give to each person according to what they
have done.” (Rev 22 v12 NIV)



MALESPIN

GALILEE, ISRAEL

CoFounder and Chairman of the board of directors at the
charity, Aliyah Return Center (ARC), registered in Israel as a
501(c)(3). Chaim (HIGH-EM) Malespin is a passionate visionary
who strives to educate Christians and lovers of Israel from
around the world about the Hebrew roots of the Christian faith.

With a vision to eradicate anti-Semitism by building bridges and
encouraging Jews and Christians to work together to fulfill God's
plans for Israel and the nations, Chaim and the ARC ministry focus
on education, infrastructural development, innovation and Aliyah.

CHAIM'S EXPERTISE
Click to Restorati . . .

o Restoration of Israel o (Qrdained congregational leader in

o Entrepreneur the Galilee

o Sergeant major in the Israel Defense o Bridge builder between Israel and

Forces (has been through a few wars) the nations

AVAILABILITY

o (Chaim Malespin is most widely available between 10:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. (Eastern Time)
Watch as Chaim Malespin explains his vision for o Available via phone, WhatsApp, Zoom or Skype. Via email at watchaliyah@gmail.com
the Aliyah Return Center. o Time zone; Jerusalem time (ET + 6 hours).

ABOUT ARC cLcKTOVISIT»
Aliyah Return Center (ARC) is an Israel-based registered nonprofit Whn are WB ?l
organization, helping Jewish new immigrants establish roots in the

land of Israel and thrive. A ministry built on a foundation of love in EI_I [: K TU WATGH
uncompromising faith with a vision to eradicate anti-Semitism by

building bridges and encouraging Jews and Christians to work
together to fulfill God's plans for Israel and the nations through:

e Education e Innovation
¢ Infrastructural Development o Aliyah aid
P y WHAT IS ALIYAH?

ARC mobilizes the church to embrace God's call to serve His Aliyah is defined as the immigration of Jews to
people and stand as ambassadors/advocates for Israel and the Israel, but at the Aliyah Return Center, the meaning
Jewish people through various initiatives such as their Ambassador goes much deeper.
Academy, Internships, Volunteering, Joint Torah Studies, and
various worship events. 64 ALIYAH SCRIPTURES DIGITAL DOWNLOAD »

To book an interview, contact Karen Hepp / Karen@InfinityConcepts.com

23



SOGIAL MEDIA

This department facilitates the Faith Group by establishing and/or maintaining the following websites / social networking sites:

| | ]
L4

Fairi Broapcasting NETwork - myfaith.tv

Faith AFRICA - africa.myfaith.tv
Faith TV - usa.myfaith.tv
Faith UK - uk.myfaith.tv
FaithNOW - faithnow.net

Faith Cares - myfaithcares.com

Faith Church Naples - faithchurchnaples.com
Faith Missions - faithcares.myfaith.tv
MyFaith Magazine - magazine.myfaith.tv

Beyond Adventure - bagapyear.com
Faith Bible Institute - faithbi.com

Faith Global Institute - online.faithgi.com
Faith Kidz - faithkidz.tv

Faith Dome - dome.myfaith.tv
Audio Downloads - dl.myriver.com

i

MyFaith TV — myfaithtv
NXT - theNXTlive
FaithNOW - faithnowapp

FAGEBOOK

OUR WEBSITES

Christian Events Diary - diary.myfaithtv.com
Daily Devotions - devotions.myfaithtv.com

River Hotels - riverhotels.com
River Spa - riverspa.co.za

OUR SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES

Faith Church Buffalo City - faithchurchbuffalocity

Faith Church Naples - faithchurchnaples
André & Jenny — andrejennyr

Beyond Adventure - beyond.adventure
Faith Global Institute - faithglobalinstitute
Faith Cares - myfaithcares

Faith Missions - myfaithmissions

River Hotels - riverhotels
Tenahead Lodge - TenaheadLodgeandSpa
Halyards Hotel - HalyardsHotelandSpa

YOUTUBE CHANNELS
Faith TV - @faithbroadcastingnetwork
The NXT - @thenxtlive
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TWITTER

André & Jenny - @andrejenny
Faith Broadcasting Network - @MyFaithTv
FaithNOW - @faithnowapp

River Hotels - @RiverHotels

INSTAGRAM

Andre & Jenny - @andreandjenny

Faith Bible Institue - @myfaithbiafrica

Faith Broadcasting Network - @myfaithtv

Faith Church Buffalo City - @faithchurchbuffalocity
Faith Church Naples - @faithchurchnaples

Faith Global Institute — @faithglobalinstitute
FaithNOW - @faithnowapp

Faith Missions - @myfaithmissions

NXT - @thenxt.tv

River Hotels - @riverhotels

Matingwe Lodge - @matingwelodgelimpopo

Tenahead Lodge - @tenaheadlodgeandspa

Tsitsikamma Lodge and Spa - @tsitsikammalodgeandspa



WEB PORTALS
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TheFaithGroup.

R " Dedicated to the effective spreading of the gospel of 2
' Jesus Christ to the whole world.
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Group Services o

BEYOND
ARVENTURE

. GAP YEAR

After spending an average of 12 years in some sort of
educational institution, every young person is faced
with one of the biggest questions of their life. What am |
going to do now?

Foiith ot
NSTITUTE

GLOBAL
INSTITUTE

. ONLINE

Learn Anytime, Anywhere. Accelerate Your Future.
Always be eager to present yourself before God as a

. ON CAMPUS

We want to invite you to join an army of men and
women, young and old, who are ready to let their lives
perfect and mature minister, without shame, as one count for eternity - people who want to be used of God
who correctly explains the Word of Truth. (2 Timothy. by the power of His Spirit to make an eternal impact on
2:15) their generation.

VISIT FAITH GLOBAL INSTITUTE

VISIT FAITH BIBLE INSTITUTE VISIT BEYOND ADVENTURE

OUR VISION

The IT / Social Media department is
about creating user-friendly websites
and to integrate the social networking
into these websites. Our vision is to be
a step-ahead in the technology field,
by continually advancing in our abilities
for web design and social media. Our
vision is to impact millions of users

who visit our websites every day and
have them go away with the assurance
that they can come back for more,
to receive updated and continually
evolving content!

OUR STRATEGY

We further our skills by doing constant
research in the fields of IT and Social
Media. Gaining resourceful knowledge
through social media sites, various
ITrelated forums and blogs.

OUR FUTURE PLANS

The IT / Social Media department strive
to achieve rich-content for users who
are seeking information in all the areas
of hotels, non-profit, media, business,
real estate, TV broadcasting, and
ministry.




CONTEMPORARY

time, and it’s proved to be a real challenge. To top it all off, my husband and | have

also moved to a new area and have therefore needed to look for a new church. It's
been a year of change and uncertainty. I've felt much like a pilgrim actually, someone
who has journeyed to a foreign land, some place strange and unknown.

This year has been a really difficult one for me. I've been studying and working full

I guess we all feel like that sometimes. Especially during times of change, like when we
start a new job, enter a new phase of life, move to another city or even country. At first it
all seems so exciting, but soon we find ourselves feeling insecure in a place that seems
so foreign to us. Suddenly we start to question why we are where we are, we question
God’s plans for us. We start to doubt Him.

The Israelites were also pilgrims when Moses led them through the desert to the Pro-
mised Land. When they were freed from Egypt they were excited about the new home
that God had promised them. But, after years of travelling through foreign lands, they
became impatient and were unhappy with God. They questioned and doubted Him. When
| read through their journey in the Old Testament | always get really frustrated with the
Israelites. God keeps providing for them yet they keep turning their backs on Him. They
even started worshipping idols when Moses left them alone while he went to speak with
God on Mount Sinai.

What I've come to realise though is that we are pretty similar to the Israelites. Sometimes
God leads us through an unfamiliar territory for a reason but because we are unsure of
it or because the journey seems hard, we doubt Him. He takes care of us throughout the
journey, yet all we notice is the difficulties that we’re experiencing. God has something
really amazing in store for us in the foreign land, but we grow impatient. Sometimes we
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PILGRIMS

Melanie Voigt

might even start putting other things before God, worshipping them as idols.

What do we do to avoid becoming ungrateful pilgrims? Firstly, we need to have accou-
ntability. We need to surround ourselves with people who will encourage us and remind
us that God loves us and that even though we might be suffering now, God will use the
time for something greater than we can imagine. This is where church is so important.
We also need to remember that even though situations and people change, God never
does. Hebrews 13:8 says: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”
No matter what we are going through we can rely on Him. We can know that He is
always looking out for our best interests and will always be there when we need Him.

Earlier on | spoke about how a pilgrim is someone who journeys to foreign lands. | was
looking at several definitions of the word recently and there was another definition that
grabbed my attention. It stated that a pilgrim is a religious detovee who journeys to a
sacred place. When we feel that we are in a foreign land, we should be more ‘contempo-
rary’ pilgrims and view the whole experience as something sacred or blessed. We should
be devoted to God, ready and enthusiastic to go on a new journey, expecting Him to do
amazing things. The sacred place that we are journeying to is the place where we get to
know God better and realise that obedience is better than sacrifice.

Even though this year is still difficult and this foreign land is not very friendly, | refuse
to doubt God. | will be a contemporary pilgrim, devoted to God and willing to take the
difficult journey to get where He wants me to be. It’s not always easy and | do fear the
unknown at times, but | know my ‘known’ God will get me through it all. He will do the
same for you.



TRAINING A NEW GENERATION
OF LEADERS...

iver Bible Institute - Znd Year 20
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If there was ever a time a generation needed , it is now, and there is a new wave of ministries
being birthed out of revival that is about to sweep the earth. These are the true revivalists that God is
up to proclaim the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ to their with signs and wonders following - men
and women who are not satisfied with the status quo of religion and tradition, but who will run with God’s

We want to invite you to join an of men and women, young and old, who are ready to let their lives
count for - people who want to be used of God by the of His Spirit to make an eternal
on their generation.

Some of the subjects Faith, Prayer, Leadership in Ministry, Bible Doctrines, Worship
Lifestyle, Revival Studies, Gifts of Ministry of Helps, Stewardship, Excellence in Ministry, Understanding your
Potential, The Name of Jesus, Soul Winning, Mission Trips & many more.

Faith Bible Institute offers a 3 year full time Bible Training programme designed just for you!

1 Pontoon Road e East London  South Africa e Tel: +27 (0) 43 711 4800 * Fax: 086 544 0971
rbi.admin@myriver.com / rbi.admin2@myriver.com ® facebook.com/rbiafrica  rbiafrica.com
GPS Co-Ordinates: S33° 1’ 15” E027° 5’ 8.09”

Visionary Pastors: Drs. André and Jenny Roebert e Dean: Ps Ron Videler.
The River Bible Institute is affiliated with the Transworld Accrediting Commission International.
AS ANOTHER OPTION, you can try RBI AFRICA ONLINE.
Apply for our RBI Africa Online Diploma Course TODAY: rbiaonline.com / http://www.gmrinc.org/gmbi/rbia/
Our RBI Africa Online program is affiliated with Global Ministries Bible Institute and offers a separate curriculum to our Full Time Course.
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Esther Naidoo
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faithkidz.tv

+27 043 711 4800
faithkidz@myfaithtv.com
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SAMUEL HEARS FROM GOD

During the days of Hi, God seldom speak to people through dreams and visions.

But one day, while everyone is sleeping, God called Samuel, “Samuel! Samuel!”

Samued thought Eli called him so he ran to Hi and said, “Here | am.”

Hi answered, “1 did not call you. Go back to sleep.” o Samuel go back to his mat and sleep.

God called Samuel again, “Samuel! Samuel!”

Samuel ran to Eli again and answered, “Here lam.”

Eli said to Samuel, “1 didn't call you. Go back to your bed.”

@od never spoke to Samuel before 50 Samuel was not familiar with His voice.

God called S5amuel a third time, saying, “Samuel! Samuel!”

S0 Samuel got up and ran to Eli again and he said, “Master, here | am. What can | do for you?”

Eli realized that the voice that had been calling Samuel is the Lord so0 he said to Samuel, “The next time you hear
the voice calling your name, say, ‘Lord, Here | am. What can | do for youT "

Samuel went back to lie down on his bed. God stood beside Samuel and said, “Samuel! Samuel!”

Samuel answered, “Lord, Here | am. What do you want me to de for you?"

God said to Samuel, 1 am going to punish Eli and his two sons Hopni and Phinehas because they had shown
disrespect on the sacrifices the people offered to me.”

The next day, Samuel woke up and walked into the temple of the Lord.

Samuel didn't went ahead to tell Ei what the Lord had spoken to him because he was afraid of Eli.

But Eli said to Samuel, “Samuel, my little boy, come and tell me everything that Ged had spoken to you last
night. If you den’t tell me what God told you, | pray that God will punish you."

5o Samuel told Ei everything the Lord had teld him.
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Reaching the cantirent one country at & time
Reaching the counbry one soul at a time
Reaching the lost threugh elevision




ENCOURAGE YOURSELF, DAILY BY READING THE WORD OF GOD..
CROW IN YOUR FAITH AND ENCOURAGE OTHERS IN THE SAME MANNER.

WEEK 27 - 39 | JULY - SEPTEMBER
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WEEK27

1KINGS 10-11;2CHR 9; 7 TIM 6
ECCLESIASTES 1-3; PSALM 45; 2 TIM 1
ECCLESIASTES 4-6; PSALM 125; 2 TIM 2
ECCLESIASTES 7-9; PSALM 46; 2 TIM 3
ECCLESIASTES 10-12; 2 TIM 4

WEEK28

1KINGS 12; 2 CHR 10-11; TITUS 1
1KINGS 13-14; 2 CHR 12; PS47; TITUS 2
1 KINGS 15; 2 CHR 13-14; TITUS 3

2 CHR 15-16; 1 KINGS 16; PHILEMON

1 KINGS 17-18; PSALM 119; JUDE

WEEK29

1KINGS 19-21; 2 CHR 17; PS 129; MATT 1
1KINGS 22; 2 CHR 18; MATT 2

2 CHR 19-20; 2 KINGS 1; PSALM 20; MATT 3
2 KINGS 2-3; PSALM 48; MATT 4

2 KINGS 4-6; MATT 5

WEEK30

2KINGS 7-8; 2 CHR 21; MATT 6

2 KINGS 9-10; PSALM 49; MATT 7

2 CHR 22-23; 2 KINGS 11; PSALM 131; MATT 8
2 CHR 24; 2 KINGS 12; PSALM 50; MATT 9
JOEL; MATT 10

WEEK31

JONAH; MATTHEW 11

2 KINGS 13-14; 2 CHR 25; PS 53; MATTHEW 12
AMOS 1-3; MATTHEW 13

AMOS 4-6; PSALM 55; MATTHEW 14

AMOS 7-9; MATTHEW 15

WEEKS32

HOSEA 1-3; MATTHEW 16

HOSEA 4-6; PSALM 58; MATT 17

HOSEA 7-10; MATTHEW 18

HOSEA 11-13; MATTHEW 19

HOSEA 14; 2 CHR 26-27; PS 61; MATTHEW 20

WEEKS3

2 KINGS 15-16; MATTHEW 21
ISAIAH 1-3; PSALM 9; MATT 22
ISAIAH 4-6; MATT 23

MICAH 1-4; PSALM 10; MATT 24
MICAH 5-7; MATT 25

WEEK34

ISAIAH 7-10; PSALM 22; MATT 26

ISAIAH 11-13; PSALM 118; MATTHEW 27
ISAIAH 14-16; MATTHEW 28

ISAIAH 17-19; PSALM 62; 7 CORINTHIANS 1
ISAIAH 20-22; 7 CORINTHIANS 2

WEEKS35

ISAIAH 23-25; 7 CORINTHIANS 3

ISAIAH 26-29; PSALM 65; 7 CORINTHIANS 4

ISAIAH 30-32; 7 CORINTHIANS 5

ISAIAH 33-35; 7 CORINTHIANS 6

2 CHR 28; 2 KINGS 17; PSALM 66; 7 CORINTHIANS 7

WEEK36

2CHR 29-31;7COR8

2 KINGS 18-19; 2 CHR 32; PS 67; 7 COR 9
ISAIAH 36-37; PSALM 123; 7 COR 10

2 KINGS 20; ISAIAH 38-40; PSALM 68; 7 COR 11
ISAIAH 41-44;7 COR 12

WEEK37

ISAIAH 45-48; 7 COR 13

ISAIAH 49-52; PSALM 69; 7 COR 14
ISAIAH 53-55; PSALM 128; 7 COR 15
ISAIAH 56-59; PSALM 70; 7 COR 16
ISAIAH 60-63; 2 COR 1

WEEKS38

ISAIAH 64-66; 2 COR 2

2 KINGS 21: 2 CHR 33; PSALM 71: 2 COR 3
NAHUM; PSALM 149; 2 COR 4

2 KINGS 22-23; PSALM 73; 2 COR 5

2CHR 34-35;2COR 6

WEEK39

HABAKKUK; 2 COR 7

ZEPHANIAH; PSALM 74;2 COR 8
JEREMIAH 1-4; PSALM 130; 2 COR 9
JEREMIAH 5-7; PSALM 75; 2 COR 10
JEREMIAH 8-10; 2 COR 11

Source: www.FiveDayBibleReading.com
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ITHE CROSS &« WORSHIP

hat can one add to the canon of writings that are
Win existence on the Cross of Jesus Christ? Is there

anything left to be said that hasn’t already, in
one form or another, been said? Therefore, the aim of this
article is not to add anything, but rather to remind and to
underscore the importance of the Cross as a living symbol
in our daily walk of worship. In essence then, | would like to
focus more on aspects of worship as highlighted through
the Cross of Jesus Christ.

As Christians we should be recognizable as different from
those who aren’t. Principally the difference will be reflected
in the way we think, speak and act, in other words, in the
way we live. We are constantly encouraged to take note of
how, where and when we “walk” and of how we conduct
ourselves as people who live in the authority of calling
themselves children of God. Paul writes, See then that you
walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming
the time, because the days are evil (Ephesians 5:15-16
MKJV). Throughout Scripture we are constantly reminded
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that the lifestyles of those who follow God are different
to those who don’t. The question we obviously need to
answer then is, how do we live this lifestyle? The answer,
equally obvious and simple is this: worship God. And here
we get to one of the secrets of Christian life: the Christian
is as inseparable from their worship of God as Christ is
from the Cross.

We cannot look at the Cross and discuss anything pertaining
to it if we don’t also discuss Jesus Christ. Without Jesus




OUR WORSHIP IS A GIFT

FROM GOD IN THE FORM
OF A “FAITH DEPOSIT”

Christ the Cross is just another symbol of ancient cruelty
and a manner of torturous death. However, by placing
Jesus Christ, the Word of God on the Cross, its significance
is so great that we battle to find words to explain it. The
Cross of Jesus Christ represents everything of Who God
Is. When we look at the Cross, we are looking at God. For
God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the
world to condemn the world, but so that the world might be
saved through Him (John3:16-17 MKJV). When God gave
His Son, and when Jesus gave Himself (John 10:17-18),
they did so with the full knowledge that the Cross would
become the place of decision; the Cross would become the
place where Jesus became sin and the Father would have
to avert His eyes from that - a place of separation between
Father and Son; the Cross would become the place of
decision for future human generations; the Cross would
become the guide to a proper lifestyle in the Spirit of God.

We see then that there are certain things that are very
important to God the Father, both in terms of us as well
as the Cross. Firstly, we need to understand that God has
given us the power to satisfy Him; | always like to think
that we have the power in us to put a smile on the face
of God! This is an awesome thought, don’t you think? In
Hebrews 11:6 we read that without faith it is impossible to
please God. For it is right that the one drawing near to God
should believe that He is, and that He becomes a rewarder
to the ones seeking Him out. We also know that God has
given each of us a measure of faith (Romans 12:3). Thus,
we understand that God has given us faith, and that we are
required to make use of that to put a smile on His face!
(Or ‘be pleasing to Him’). The grace of God is His precious
Holy Spirit that leads us into making use of our faith in an
appropriate manner. When we utilize our faith in a manner
that is pleasing to God, we are in actual fact practicing our
worship. We are worshipping Him through this exercise!
Let me add this to those that are a little more skeptical:
God allows us to practice our entire life, as He is not so
much interested in the perfect performance, as He is in
the perfect motivating heart behind the performance! (2
Chronicles 16:9).

The Cross is the ultimate and most recognizable of all
Christian symbols. However, for the true Christian it cannot
stay at the mere symbol, but has to be recognized and
understood at its deepest representative meaning. Like

any other symbol, it represents something far bigger and
far more real that the item itself. And so too it had very
deep meaning for the Father! The Cross for the Father is
not some dead piece of wood, but the very life of His Son,
Jesus Christ! When God looks at the Cross He is reminded
of the ultimate sacrifice — His and that of His Son. It must
bring painful memories of a moment in time when He
had to avert His eyes and turn His back to the sin that
His Son became on the Cross! However, when we combine
our ability to use our faith and believe in Jesus with the
importance that the Father places on the Cross we have
a powerful and dynamic result — for the preaching of the
Cross... is the power of God (1 Corinthians 1:18).

What have we established so far? That our worship is a
gift from God in the form of a “faith deposit”, that when
we make use of it has the ability to please the Father and
as a result we experience the power of God in our lives!
This is a win-win-win situation. It seems unbelievable that
there would be anybody unwilling to exercise their right to
worship God. Anyway, let us get on to the next step in our
drawing. The Cross of Jesus Christ is the ultimate symbol
and representation of Divine Love. For God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that everyone
believing into Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life (John 3:16). As we’ve seen earlier, God already knew
that the Cross was a reality even at the time that He gave
Jesus as a love offering. The Cross represents that Love.
Thus, the centre of the Universe, the Source of absolutely
everything is the Cross of Jesus Christ, because He is
that Centre Himself! For all things were created in Him,
the things in the heavens, and the things on the earth, the
visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
principalities or powers, all things were created through
Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and by Him all
things consist (Colossians 1:16-17).

We read in the verses just before these that Jesus is
the First-born of all creation (v.15), and as such Jesus
becomes our ultimate example to follow. Peter encourages
us to follow Jesus: This is the kind of life you've been
invited into, the kind of life Christ lived. He suffered
everything that came his way so you would know that it
could be done, and also know how to do it, step-by-step
(The Message 1 Peter 2:21). And it is precisely here where
our life and the Life of the Cross meet, and precisely here
where our worship (in spirit and in truth) is defined. Jesus
tells us that if anyone desires to come after Me, let him

deny himself and take up his Cross daily and follow Me
(Luke 9:23). We are invited by Jesus to take up our “Cross”
which is nothing more and nothing less than self-denial.
When selflessness finds its purest expression in our life,
we will find that our life is all about God and other people
first. This is where we find true expression of the greatest
commandment in a tangible way: to love God and to love
others. At this point in our life we are truly at a Cross-road,
a place where we must decide daily which direction to
walk in; walk in the spirit (Galatians 5:16), abide in the
truth (John 15:4-7), or following our own agendas (1 John
2:16). The Cross was the ultimate sacrifice on God’s behalf,
and the most exquisite expression of Love. What else can
we do but return that to Him through our worship — in the
sacrifice of our lives for His love! Hence our faith, that
deposit from God which makes it possible for us to please
Him, works by love (Galatians 5:6), and expresses itself in
a life dedicated to the unity forged in the Cross of Jesus
Christ. So, be calm (and) put on the breastplate of faith and
love (1 Thessalonians 5:8), Paul encourages.

Practically we must “work out” the Cross and what it
represents in our daily life. Salvation is a free, and a gift
from God, yet we are required to cultivate our salvation
with fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12); Jesus is made
to us wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption (1 Corinthians 1:30) yet we are still required
to activate our righteousness, because for Jehovah, to
do righteousness and justice is to be chosen more than
sacrifice (Proverbs 21:3). So too we must “activate” the
power and meaning of the Cross by our obedience to
follow God through the greatest commandment - after all,
we have been created in the image and after the likeness
of God! We are made just like our Dad! However, in order
to act just like our Dad, we need His Holy Spirit as the
catalyst and energizer of our faith! (Be energetic in your
life of salvation, reverent and sensitive before God. That
energy is God’s energy, an energy deep within you, God
himself willing and working at what will give him the
most pleasure — Philippians 2:12-13, The Message). This
simply means that we must be united in Spirit, and that is
precisely the prayer of Jesus for us: ... that all may be one,
as You are in Me, Father, and | in You, that they also may
be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me
(John 17:21). This unity of Spirit to spirit, of being One, of
being exactly like God had intended for His creation, finds
its expression through the Cross — the symbol for us of
God’s love.



TRANSITION TIPS TN
WORSHIP SETS

Logan Cain

and Logan, and they pour their perpetual joy into

every album they release. Their favorite thing is
singing about Jesus which is why in recent years, they
have shifted their musical style to what they believe God
has always been calling them toward Christian Music.

Cain is comprised of three siblings, Madison, Taylor

Logan Cain shares some technical and spiritual tips on
how to make worship sets feel natural, meaningful, and
0N-purpose.

TRANSITIONS CAN BE AWKWARD!

Whether it is a transition from one life stage to another,
a transition between jobs, or a transition that comes with
moving to a new city, if you aren’t prepared, a transition
can create some real discomfort.

In the same way, transitions between elements of a
worship set can feel just as clunky and awkward as a
worship leader attempts to carry the congregation into
deeper moments of connection with God.

If @ worship leader doesn’t think through the transitions
during a worship set, they can very well leave the
congregation distracted instead of engaged.

Moments of complete silence, startling intros to a song,
or abrupt key changes can disrupt a congregant’s worship
experience, but with some added forethought, the
transitions throughout your worship set can be smooth,
disarming, and help usher your congregation from
moments of celebration to moments of reverence.

Here are some essentials to help your transitions be as
seamless as possible in your next worship set:
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1. IN-EAR CLICK/CUES + BACKING TRACKS

There are many helpful resources for worship teams these
days, but none may be more helpful than in-ear click/
cues and accompanying backing tracks. Click and cues
eliminate the need for an audible count-off to start songs.
And, they help every instrumentalist and vocalist remain
aware of the song’s timing and approaching song elements
(verse, chorus, bridge, etc.).

These cues can also be customized to feature key words
that will help the team prepare for the next song and stay
aware of the direction of the worship set.

Backing Tracks are another resource that can make
transitions between songs flawless. MultiTracks software,
for instance, allows you to crossfade the backing musical



tracks from one song into the next, thus eliminating
dead space between songs and thoughtfully carrying the
congregation to the next element of the worship set.

When you hit the final downbeat of Song 1, the in-ear click/
cues for Song 2 will immediately count in and your band
will be off to the races!

2. MUSIC PADS

When moving from one song to the next, another way to
smooth that transition is through the use of a music pad.
This can be a simple piano tone or even electric guitar
swells played softly in the space between songs. This
music pad instrument should be the last one to fade out
from Song 1 and then slowly fade into Song 2.

Whether the songs in the transition are in the same key
or different, a well-executed music pad can help keep the
audience in a place of reverence instead of hindrance.

3. KEY SELECTIONS

In the easiest of scenarios, your worship team will pair
songs back-to-back that are in the same key. That really
lends itself to a smooth and simple song transition, but
even if your songs aren’t in the same key, they can flow
seamlessly together if they are in related keys.

This means the keys of successive songs will share
common tones and chords. In other instances, songs can
be a relative minor of another song which means they have
the same key signature — an example would be B minor
to D major.

A good rule of thumb to make a transition between

consecutive songs as smooth as possible is to keep the

difference in the song keys less than one sharp or flat.
Worship sets can’t always be keyed the same throughout,
but thinking through the key selection and making small
adjustments here and there will help prevent jarring
sounds and disjointed worship experiences.

4. MINISTRY ELEMENTS

Often, transitions between songs in a worship set can be
places for meaningful prayer, testimonies, or scripture
readings. These elements can be great additions to the
worship set, but if not thought through, they can create a
disjointed and clunky transition for the worship team.

These ministry elements should go hand in hand with the
what the worship team is doing in two ways:

One, these elements should tie in thematically

to the songs being played. If the worship team has just
played or is preparing to play “Goodness of God” for
instance, the ministry element that is shared from stage
should dive deeper into that theme. The on-stage speaker
could share scripture pertaining to God’s goodness or
share a personal testimony of how God’s goodness has
impacted them.

Connecting a ministry element to the theme of the songs in
the worship set will help the congregation personalize the
songs or understand them in a new way.

Reprinted by permission from WORSHIP MUSICIAN, 08/23 Vol.21, publisher & editor: Bruce Adoiph.
WorshipMusician.com

39



Miror Diminished Augmented Dominant &h
7

Major Tth  Major 9th

Major
th
b 8 § éﬁn 1 loam
a1 H th
fi-g’ﬁ C I O T i : 4 =38 the procy
Minor Tth ~ Minor Sth Minor 11th  Minor Diminishad Haif- Dominant  Dominant | ii i v v vi vii* 1
Major Tth Tih Diminished Tth 11t 13th
Minor Scale
—— - - - - - ) Hamond
éﬁ‘g sl'g t."g : D,B_’g (S E’g ‘g ; PHS8H=  therate
. bg ¢ bﬁ bﬂ kbg 3] B »H change
Added  Added  Added  Ouantal  Quintal talian French German
6th ath xnd b - ’ﬁ:: # 8th !Eh‘ i i m w v Vi vl i
LS L&
e Pg——s—— Mt gttty "
e g g 3’ - - Octave identification -
—0 -
INVERTED Altered Dominants- ;& — =
dominant triads or Tth c* cs c*
A LI L A chords that contain a 9
(F E DbEb D B AbC G Bb A Gb|R raised or lowered Sth =
P[GbF D E EbC A Db Ab B BbG |R R = 5 Second:
PPIA AbF G GbhEbC E B D DbBbo|R R Chromatic Mediants- altered N C o c a chord tha
PG GbEbF E DbBb D A C B Ab|R E mediant & submediant major note a
T or minor triads. Whole
FP’A.bGEGbFDBEthDbChFFR o
.—-—'—'_'_._'_._ _‘_\_‘_‘_‘—‘—-—.
Rpls 8bG A ADF D GbDbE EbC |R O o Wy =
llP’DDhER}CBADFAEGGhEDH‘g Quarter » . .
EplBbA GbAb G E DbF C Eb D B |R p Bh .7 g T 5.7 ¢ el
PPlEb D B Db C A GbBo F Ab G E [R® D 16th g g g g7 il afohy  pde
. . E P98 9 F 7 7 F 7 7 7 & F° ° 7
Plc B AoBbA GbEb G D F E Db|R and &% 88 g &8 de s a8 fa i ds s s
Plobc A B BGE AmBGF D[R PR AR R R i iiiiiiiii
" BEh ARARAARAAAAAARARNAARARARARGAANARARAAARARARARARARARANARAR
MESCD BbEaB GA MF | e e e e e i
R RI" R RI™ RF R RF RI" RF RF RF RI'
RETROGRADE INVERSION Prime "o M2
,_Q ¥ : ] Interval Name Inverted
top number = how many beats are in a measure. D = = : Perfect Perfect
bottom number = what type of note gets one beat. m3 M3 P4 Major Minor Planissimo-  very s
o ] : g:-ln‘mlsmd r:gjrlrremnd Hano-  soi
Simple Meter- each beat is divided into = fg ig ! ok o] Al Mezzo Piano-  med
two parts Unisons Octaves Forte- loud
Compound Meter- each beat is divided A4 mé 2nds 7ths Fortissimo-  very Io
into three parts. 2 f 1 1 3rds 6ths Diminuendo- gradu:
; D ta o o 4ths 5ths Crescendo- gradus
:nzvgetrlpal l.let:t] bi meter that is not D= o o g::s ;mds Sforzando-  a stron
ivided up into equal beats. ™ rds
M6 m7 M7 Tths 2nds Subito-  sudder
é i 1 Octaves Unisons
n > v
Binary- AB T an ar
Ternary- ABA
Rondo- ABACA P8 P= Perfect
Sonata- Exposition, Development, Recapitulation M= Major
Varlation- Continuous, Basso Ostinato, Chaconne, M= minor
Passacaglia, Theme and Variation - A= Augmented
d= diminished
Properties of Sound- Pitch, Grave- slow and serious.
. i < Largo- slow with great dignity.
Intensity, Duration, Timbre, Direction Lanko- o be perd ooty
Adaglo- in a slow tempo.
Larghetto- moderately slow.
Nonharmonic Tones- pitches that Andante- rather slow.
sound along with a chord but are not Andantino- a little quicker than andante.
chord pitches Moderato- moderate tempo.
Allegretto- moderately quick tempo.
Passing fiboning E{‘m Allegro- quickly, in a brisk lively manner.
] paiad parnd - Vivo- with life and vigor.
#]W@IEI@I‘ Vivace- vivacious, in a quick lively manner.
=T - == = - 1 Presto- very fast.
Accelerando- gradually accelerating or quickening in time.
2 Appogiatura  Suspension R String played with an accelerating tempo.
b p T T Allargando- slower and louder
o=y = Ritardando- slowing down gradualy.
o s Rallentando- gradual slowing down of the tempo.
Changing Rubato- holding back or speeding up at will
) Anticipation Tones ATTempo-P return to original tempo after a ritard.
. ‘empo |- original tempo.
A mee T S |
v Meno- less. Neapolitan 6th- a major
Pedal Tone- a held or repeated note Piu- more. triad on the lowered
that alternates between consonance and Non Troppo- not too much. second scale degree of a
dissonance with the chord structures Poco a Poco- ittle by little. major or minor scale

above it

© 2013 John Bogenschutz




nt- i Closely Related Keys
combination of tWo or Tonic Mediant Dominant Leading Tone
)y ! ' / &
:'s"dd-m m'llnmormore == o = o o x o = ] L N
1o another. voices on a subject
o that I introduced t ihe / X 1 g oy l N
beginning in imitation, is = o (called Subtonic if
¢ Rhythm- st ol Sup Submediant 7t is lowered) m 3
twhich chords  tums as a final statement. %
%E i "E ? 13 B B B- 9 - - -
: D N . 5 = =S5 Dot lengthens the value of the note by
Treble Clet Bass Clef sng:fm Mezzo em ler:t sag:u f — halt its value.
—————————| E: g ! f Second Dot s the dotted note
o _c @ by half the length of the first dot.
= ———
Motif- a short musical idea, ical f nt ion of notes that is
ary Dominants- characteristic of a composition. * p Shamp Flat Natural Double Sharp  Double Flat
e Phrase- a substantial musical thought usually ending with both a harmonic and % 5 = = = —
e w— R SSIN PR i pers
a a two hall  p
Period- a of phrases usually of at least one antecendent
, phrase and one consequent phrase. s sop “m“ steps steps
two phrases that begin with the same melodic and h i rial n
before diverging to end with different cadences. Major Scale § = = = = > £t
when dissimilar melodic content occurs in the second phrase. “woow H w w w H
three different phrases, either AAB or ABB. Natural J - - .
Minor Scale %5— = —_————— |
two antecedent and two consequenct phrases, which can be construct- - b
ed in a variety of phrase relationships. w H w w H w w
i 0
not regarded as period structures because the second is not dependent Har T > o ]
on the first. Iﬁm!ﬂh%_._ — - — j
where sub are exact transpositions of the first. W H W W H WeH H
where subsequent sequences are diatonic transpositions of the first. ma.h i — = = o = - |
- b 4
mu%m}wmmmmlmwuh w H w w H w H
) N Melodic Minor
a sequence that leads from one tonal center 1o the next, sometimes (descending) £5 o e = &= |
;mwmamwmmmm w w H w w H w
repeats part of a figure and states the rest in sequence. mm%_ = = o -
w H w w H w
LY 1 n
: ' Textures WM% = o - = = = i
It H w w W H w w
Monophonic-  The simplest texture, consisting
of melody without accompanying
ol i haemony. Lydian Scale # = = o = =
1 i q
Polyphonic-  Consists of two or more w w w H w w H
vi independent melodic lines. % N
% Homophonic- Wv:;manmmnmm e mlﬁ —— —_—
wtl\"mmpu"m' ythmic w w H w w H w
O - o - 3
Homorhythmie- Has a sameness of rhythm in all mmﬁ o - . |
e Y H w w H w w w
V - | (bass note in root position, top note in tonic is root)
V - 1 (or substitute vil® for V chord) Whole Tone 2 - o !
IV -V (or second chord ks V chord) Boals &6 = ————= |
V - any other chord other than | (most often i) ég! L! w w w w w w
c| muﬁ = )
dore mi fasolla & do Scale =t o ¥ njn o & O jo =
Harmonic Serles H H H H H H H H H H H H
o e bo ko o 4— Ledger Line i
Pentatonic o
r— = ’ I o w0
3% 05 6 7 8 9 10 1 1213 4 15 16 ﬁ* b =
ﬁ 1
\ MM% 2 > = o |
Staff

41



4



